[Analysis of sudden death caused by intestinal obstruction].
Five autopsy cases of sudden death caused by intestinal obstruction are reported. The causes of death of the cases were duodenal obstruction of impacted food stuff, ileocaecal obstruction caused by Crohn's disease, incarceration of inguinal hernia, intestinal obstruction caused by heterotopic pancreas and paralytic ileus. In three cases, the patient was in cardiopulmonary arrest on arrival at hospital, and in the remaining cases the patient died within 12 hours from the beginning of treatment; therefore, a correct clinical diagnosis was not made before the death in all cases. All the patients had from one to three days history of nausea and abdominal pain, major complications of intestinal obstruction. Among all cases, the duration from the onset to death was the shortest in the case of a patient complicated with schizophrenia. It is characteristic that the patients of all cases died suddenly and resuscitation was not successful. Regarding the laboratory data of a hospitalized patient, marked hemoconcentration and an increased level of BUN/Cr ratio and blood sugar were shown. The patient who died from duodenal obstruction caused by impacted food-stuff had suffered from depression for six years, and the patient who died from paralytic ileus had suffered from schizophrenia for about 23 years. In both cases, it is characteristic that the complaints of the patient were poorer than what would be expected. Furthermore, these patients had been taking medication of psychotic, anti-depressant and anti-parkinsonism drugs; therefore the combination of these drugs was thought to be reflected in the bowel movement.